
 

Bauhaus 
 
 
The Staatliches Bauhaus mean “house of building” was founded in 1919 by Walter Gropius in 
Weimar Germany. The bauhaus was the most influential modernist art school of the 20th 
century.It was shaped by the 19th and early 20th centuries trends such as arts and craft 
movement. This movement sought to level the differences between fine and applied arts 
creating a mixture of both.It also sought to reunite creativity and manufacturing. The motivations 
behind the school lay in the fact that in the 19 century there we anxieties that manufacturing and 
it products were soulless there were also fears about the loss of arts purpose in society. 
Manufacturing was separating itself from art and design, what the Bauhaus was created for was 
to reunite these concepts. In turn refreshing design for everyday life. Although the Bauhaus was 
different in the way that it abandoned much of the ethos of the old academic tradition of fine art 
education it maintained a strong grip on  intellectual and theoretical pursuits and linked these to 
a range of practical skills and crafts. The bauhaus brought fine art and craft together with the 
ideal/goal for problem solving for the modern industrial society. And because of this the 
Bauhaus has effectively replaced the old hierarchy of the arts bring crafts on par with the fine 
arts, and paving the way of many new ideas that have inspired artists in the later 20th century. 
Because of the stress the bauhaus had on experimentation and problem solving this has 
revolutionised the way to approach education in the arts. It has led to the fine arts being more 
thought of as visual arts and art itself being considered less of an adjunct but more of kinda of a 
research science.  
 
 
Johannes Itten was A swiss painter/ Designer born in 1888. He was trained to be an elementary 
school teacher which serviced him well as he was one of the first instructors to join the 
Bauhaus, he was a master there from 1919 to 1923. His development of the preliminary class of 
the school revolutionized the was of art education. Instead of the traditional old way of having 
the students copy the older works of the masters he encouraged his students to explore their 
feelings and to to experiment with colours forums and materials. The course really focused on 
three elements being the studies of natural forms and colours, the analysis of canonical 
artworks and life drawing. Because of his methods he was seen as a pioneer of teaching art he 
would one day open his own art school while also having served as senior positions in other 
renowned art academies.Itten`s methods are still used today in art schools today using the 
methods of encouragement of self-expression and also experimentation with many 
mediums,materials and technique. All students at the bauhaus were required to take lttens 
Preliminary class to train and then move on to there specific courses. Ittens course was the 
starting point for the Bauhaus students. 
 
Johannes Itten was a believer in the eastern Mazdaznan,This is a neo-Zoroastrian religion 
which held that the Earth should be restored to a garden where humanity could cooperate and 



converse with God. Itten encouraged his students to embrace mysticism as a part of the art 
practice. He also taught his students meditation, breathing exercises and gymnastic routines 
that were designed to maximize creativity. His teaching spread and were adopted by many in 
the Bauhaus but when the Bauhaus adopted a more industrial philosophy rather than solely 
individual artistic expression because of this itten left the find his own private art school in Berlin.  
 
Itten developed an intricate theory of colour which associated colour palettes with types of 
people and seasons. His work on color and colour contrasts which gave character to seven 
different types of comparisons this was important for the development of Op Art or Optical Art. 
This would also influence palettes designed by cosmetic companies in the late 20th century. 
 

 

 
 
    The Encounter by Johannes Itten                        The Meeting by Johannes Itten  
 

 
This work by Johannes Itten is know as “The Encounter”. Itten painted this work before joining 
the bauhaus but yet it still includes many of the principles that was central to his teaching there. 
His use of these geometric shapes such as the dominant spatial and repeating rectangles and 
circles and also with his experimentation with color give us a glimpse of his interests in later life.  
 



While being non-objective “The Encounter” has both personal and symbolic meaning. It forms a 
part of a series of similar meanings and color palettes. This work forming a link with another 
work know as the “Meeting”. This work has some meaning involving the suicide of Ittens 
girlfriend, Hildegard Wendland.The “Meeting” centers on two intertwining spirals forms.The 
shape in particular can also be drawn to have a more universal significance as a Theosophical 
archetype of geometric forms in nature and a symbol for the transcendence beyond the physical 
world. 
 
The painting can be interpreted as a study of dynamic contracts of color each created from a 
comprehensive range of hues. The section of the bottom right features of stripes of gradations 
of bright colors from yellow to blue. The resulting effect would suggest an almost cosmic 
catalogue of different hues that come together in a united geometric arrangement. Ittens focus 
on these primary shapes and colours draw from the influence of Kandinsky. His work would also 
influence other students and teachers. 

    
Colour Study with concentric Circles by Kandinsky  

 
Black and Violet 1923 by Kandinsky 
 
 
Another Possible influence of Johannes Itten would be the cubism movement. This was a 
movement where artists abandoned perspective and realistic figures. The cubists explored open 
form,piercing figures and objects. They did this by letting space flow through them. Bleeding 
backgrounds into foregrounds and showing  objects from various angles. Important artists from 
this movement would include Pablo Picasso, Sonia Delaunay and others. This movement began 
shortly before the Bauhaus starting around 1907 it was one of the most influential styles of the 
early 20th century  



  
Les Demoiselles d'Avignon by Pablo Picasso  
 

 
Sonia Delaunay - Rythme, 1938 
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